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Session 10 
Rethinking “Judgment Day” 

2 August 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7kGIxtZJAk 

 
Welcome to the Land of Israel Fellowship.  It is so good to be back together again from Idaho to 
Australia.  All of us plugging into the source of life, the Land of Israel.  As we kick off our week, 
bringing the light of the Torah into our lives, starting our week off right.  I want to get right to 
business, but first, you know we’re going to talk today about judgment day.  And that’s a heavy 
package, a lot of baggage that comes with that word, with that statement.  But, it’s a time for 
assessment, and we’ve now finished 10 sessions together as a fellowship.  I’ve never done this 
before.  I don’t think the world has ever done this before.  And so, what I’m going to do this 
week, is I’m going to send out a questionnaire, like a survey to see what people like, what 
people don’t like, what they want to see more of, what they want to see less of.  Do you like the 
music in the beginning from a video?  Do you like the prayers at the beginning, like we were 
doing during the three weeks?  There are so many questions that I have and we’re sort of like 
navigating this thing together.  And so that’s going to be coming.  So if you’d like to answer the 
survey, fantastic.  If not, then you’re just going to let the fellowship decide for you.  And that’s 
just as good.   
 
But alright, I want to get down to business now.  We’re here to talk about really one of the 
fundamental principles of like the Biblical vision and what does that mean.  So let’s start with a 
little bit of background.  The Torah is an expression of the Divine wisdom.  It’s not all of the 
wisdom, it’s an extension, an expression of the wisdom given to us in a certain time, in a 
context, and then passed down throughout the generations.  And that’s one of the reasons that 
the Tanakh is given over to us in a story form.  The stories encapsulate ideas.  They give us 
patterns of behavior, archetypes in reality.  A blueprint for living, both for our lives personally 
and internationally.  As we witness these world events unfold, you can see that there are 
messages that are in the stories of the Tanakh that speak to the entire world. 
 
In the hidden writings of Judaism, they say that God actually opened up the Torah, looked in 
and then created the world.  Now obviously, that’s not meant to be taken literally.  I don’t think 
that God looked into the stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and then created the world.  It’s 
giving us a perspective, or a paradigm to view the Torah in a new way.  It’s not just that history 
unfolded and the Tanakh is telling us the history.  It’s as if the Torah is the architectural plans of 
reality.  The blueprint of creation.  And these stories that manifested themselves, in reality, 
they’re based on the spirit and principles of the structure and the reality of the Bible.  In that 
way, we’re given a great key to building our life.   
 
One of the statements that shapes every one of my days that we spoke about earlier was 
written by Abraham Joshua Heschel before he passed away.  And he said remember above all 
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else, build your life as it were a work of art.  And the lives of the heroes of the Bible were a 
work of art.  A model for all of our lives.  So marvelous that we read about their lives thousands 
of years later, long after they left this world.  How do we build our life into a work of art?  How 
do we make our life a life worth living?  We need architectural plans.  We need to construct 
such a monument and that’s the way the Torah should be read.  Not only as commands to 
follow, but a blueprint for building a life that justifies existence, that sanctifies our time, that 
brings blessing to us and light to the people around us.  It is our map of how to walk in the light.   
 
And so, I want to kick off the fellowship like we do every fellowship, with Torah straight from 
the heart of Judea, from Ari Abramowitz, kind of bringing the light of Shabbat into our week.  
Before we enter into the next Torah portion of our week.  And so, Ari, take it away. 
 
Ari 
Shalom, my friends.  This week’s Torah portion is packed with a wealth of richness and beauty.  
And it was not easy to choose which idea I wanted to share with you.  So I decided to share an 
idea that was particularly close to my heart.  An idea that I believe is critical to coping with the 
chaos and intensity of today’s world.  And that idea is Shabbat, the Sabbath.  This week’s parsha 
is Va’etchanan, the 2nd portion in the book of D’varim, the book of Deuteronomy.  Now as we 
all know, the book of Deuteronomy is primarily a speech given by Moshe to the nation of Israel 
before they finally enter the Land of Israel without him, under Joshua’s leadership.  So much of 
the book is retelling and a recounting of what has brought them to this point in time, along with 
guidance, wisdom, and mitzvoth.  And so this week, we see Moshe recounts the Ten 
Commandments, though originally given in the book of Exodus.  And the two versions are 
predominantly the same, up until the fourth commandment, the commandment regarding the 
Sabbath. 
 
Now in the book of Exodus, the commandment is delivered zachor et yom haShabbat l’kadsho, 
and in the book of Deuteronomy, it seems to be substantively different.  It says, shamor et yom 
haShabbat l’kadsho.  The word zachor in Exodus means to remember, whereas the word 
shamor in Deuteronomy means to guard or to keep.  Now our sages seem to be united behind 
the idea that at Sinai, these two words were articulated in a single utterance, at the same 
moment, simultaneously, in a way that human speech is simply incapable of.  As we sing in the 
famous prayer l’chad hodi on Friday night, we sing, Shamor v’zachar b’dibur echad.  Both 
shamor and zachor in the same saying, in the same utterance.   
 
But the real question remains, what’s the difference between remembering the Sabbath and 
guarding it?  And why are these two ideas so deeply intertwined?  Now thanks to the journey 
Hashem has led me on my life so far, Shabbat has become one of the most cherished and 
beloved parts of my life.  I was raised in a home that was religious, but not necessarily one that 
I would call observant.  And I personally believe it’s important to make a distinction between 
the word religious and observant, at least in the Jewish world.  Meaning that there may be 
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people who are spiritual and religious and are compassionate and believe in God.  But for 
whatever reason, they don’t observe the commandments yet.  And there are some people who 
may observe the commandments, but it’s not necessarily about a relationship with God, but 
rather societal pressures, or familial expectations or simply culture or habit.  Anyways, we can 
get into that another time. 
 
But when I was young, my parents were religious, but not necessarily observing yet.  
Nonetheless, they wanted to give me a Jewish education that they never received, so they sent 
me to Jewish day school where I learned about the laws of Shabbat.  And when I was about 15 
years old, I came to the conclusion that I wanted to keep the Shabbat which was a decision that 
had serious consequences for my social life at the time, and really for the trajectory of my 
entire life.  You see most of my friends didn’t keep Shabbat, so when they went out on Friday 
night, I wasn’t able to join.  And during the summers, it was quite late on Saturday night before 
you could see the three stars in the sky indicating that Shabbat was over.  So I missed out then 
as well.  All of this, in addition to the brutal three mile walk to synagogue in the scorching 
humidity of Houston, Texas. 
 
So, let’s just say that for the first few years, Sabbath was primarily, thou shalt not, thou shalt 
not go out with your friends.  Thou shalt not watch your favorite tv shows.  Thou shalt not 
arrive at synagogue wearing even one piece of clothing that wasn’t drenched in sweat.  But I 
believe that it was during those critical years in which I keep Shabbat through such trying 
circumstances, that I truly acquired Shabbat and made it mine.   
 
Now the Sabbath is an oasis of rest, serenity, and sanity in the particularly chaotic and 
overwhelming world of my life now.  So precious is the Sabbath to me.  Now, it’s not thou shalt 
not, it is thou shalt, thou shalt be present with my family, without devices or distraction.  Thou 
shalt immerse myself in Torah learning and meditative prayer.  Thou shalt taste the bliss of the 
world to come while still in this world.  So it took me years of shamor of guarding the Sabbat 
and keeping the laws before I was able to fully experience zachor, remembering the Sabbath as 
the Sabbath, reveling in it, truly celebrating it.  You see shamor and zachor were said at the 
same time because they’re two sides of the same coin.  Two completely interdependent and 
inextricable parts of the Shabbat experience.  You see, the first time Shabbat’s mentioned in 
the Torah, is in the book of Genesis, verses that we recite at the pinnacle of the Sabbath on 
Friday night at the kiddush prayer over wine at the Shabbat table.  We say, v’yhi erev, v’yhi 
boker, yom hashish… and it was evening and it was morning, the 6th day.  And heaven and earth 
were completed and all their hosts.  And God completed on the 7th day all the work that He did.  
And God refrained on the 7th day from the work that He did.   
 
One of my great teachers, Rabbi David Aaron, he teaches that there seems to be a contradiction 
here.  Something that I never noticed.  He said, it’s clear that God created the world in 6 days 
and on the 7th day He rested.  But from a simple reading of those verses, doesn’t it seem that 
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God completed something on the 7th day?  The verse says, and God completed on the 7th day, 
the worked that He did.  If God finished His work on the 6th day, then what did He complete on 
the 7th day?  Rashi shares an illuminating insight which when you really think about it, may 
seem self-evident.  He teaches that only when God rested on the 7th day, was creation truly 
finished and completed.  You see, it’s not merely work that we’re forbidden from doing on 
Shabbat, it’s creative work.  And one of the things that differentiates between a creative act 
and mere physical labor, is whether you can start and stop doing it.  If you can’t at least stop 
doing what you’re doing, then you’re not really in control.  It’s not an act of your intent or of 
your will, but it’s a compulsion, and you’re a slave to it.  Only when God rested on the 7th day, 
was the work of the past six days, retroactively completed and proven to be the product of 
true, willful creativity.  The Sabbath is the time when we can truly reclaim our true essence of 
being created in the Divine image.   
 
Thanks to that one day, do I know, definitely, that I own my smart phone, and my smart phone 
doesn’t own me.  I’ll be honest, I struggle with this little chunk of metal I’m talking into right 
now, but there’s one day when there is no struggle, the holy Sabbath.  That’s the one day 
where I can bask in Hashem’s Presence and my soul is truly able to shine.  Now, I know many of 
you, my beloved friends in the fellowship are now Jewish.  But that doesn’t mean that many of 
you cannot keep the Sabbath in your own way.  I’m sure that many of you, if not all of you 
already do, whether it be refraining from using devices, or from watching TV or something else 
altogether or ensuring that you have an uninterrupted family meal together or a special Bible 
fellowship with friends or family.  Maybe where you discuss the Torah portion or even what we 
learned together in the past fellowship.  Whatever it is, it’s sure to be a blessing.   
 
Hashem, you have given Your nation the gift of Shabbat, and it’s brought immeasurable light 
and joy to Your people, Israel.  It’s been said that more than the Jews have kept Shabbat, the 
Shabbat has kept the Jews.  This, Hashem is true.  Thank you.  Please, Hashem, bring the light, 
the healing light, to all of our friends in this fellowship.  And even to the whole world, so we can 
usher in a time of true love, harmony, and peace, a time when there will be no hunger, or war, 
no jealousy or rivalry, a time as Maimonides says, in which goodness will be plentiful and the 
entire occupation of the world will be only to know you, Hashem.  For the earth shall be filled 
with knowledge of God as waters cover the sea.  This will be the time of the Great Shabbat.  So I 
bless all of you with a wonderful Shabbat.   
 
Thank you, Jeremy, for a wonderful lunch this Shabbat at your home, and back to you, Jeremy.  
Shalom, my friends, I always love to hear from you.  ari@thelandofisrael.com.  Thank you. 
 
Jeremy 
Ari, that was absolutely beautiful.  You know, when Ari’s talking, I’m clearly, I’m messing things 
up, but I can finally flip through all of the faces from around the world.  And it is so good seeing 
all of you.  It’s like so many familiar faces that I haven’t seen for so long.  The virus has created 
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so much distance and isolation, and it’s so good to see all of us together here.  And a shout out 
to River Nest Ranch in Colorado, it’s good to see all coming together.  That is so nice! 
 
I think that we all believe that it is time for the whole world to celebrate Shabbat together, to 
honor God’s creation, to tap into the blessing and the holiness of the 7th day of the week.  
Tehila and I have received a whole bunch of emails asking us questions about shabbat.  How we 
celebrate Shabbat, and we’re going to dedicate at least one full session soon to the global idea 
of Shabbat for the world.  So that’s a teaser.  Shabbat for the world, coming soon.  But we 
spoke about a Torah life being built upon the spiritual architecture of the Bible.  And the truth 
is, the 7th day, it’s the only thing in all of creation that was blessed and made holy.  All the other 
things of creation were good or some were very good.  The 7th day, it’s like in the structure of 
reality itself, the 7th day, it’s just a source of blessing.  Everyone whose every kept Shabbat, just 
like tapped into the day, it’s just good for the soul. 
 
And so, let’s talk about that.  In the structure of the Bible, there’s this looming concept of the 
end of days.  Armageddon, Gog u’Magog, judgment day, what is that exactly?  And I want to 
dedicate this session not to the prophetic eschatological aspects of judgment day, but to the 
underlying structure of how we are meant to live our lives with this idea.  What does it mean 
for us?  Like there’s an end of days feeling going around the whole world now.  There’s a global 
pandemic and economic turmoil and social unrest and political instability and even the most 
secular person is feeling like we might be headed towards something of Biblical proportions.  So 
what are we as believers supposed to do with the idea of judgment day in the Bible?  How is it 
supposed to affect our lives?  I think that is a principle that we’ve made very clear in this 
fellowship.  Everything in the Torah is there to shape our lives, shape our characters, our 
families, our faith.  It if remains in the abstract, intellect and hasn’t trickled down practically 
into our lives, we’ve sinned.  In the Hebrew meaning of the word, we’ve missed the mark.  Like 
our Torah wasn’t really aligned.  Our aim when we come together in this fellowship is that our 
learning becomes our prayer and our prayer manifest practically in our lives.   
 
And Tehila and I get emails all the time now, saying how the fellowship is helping people.  I 
can’t tell you how much those emails mean to us.  A couple from Europe wrote me that the last 
session about Biblical faith and loyalty through the struggle to prevail really helped them in 
their current situation.  And another man from the U.S. wrote about his job and yes, I mean I 
got another email from a family saying they never heard the idea of inviting God into their lives, 
and they never thought of it that way.  And all of a sudden, they start seeing spice carts all 
around them.  Just great.  The session about the first commandment given to Adam and Eve to 
protect the garden – a woman just wrote me saying she’s decided that she’s finally going to just 
really watch her media diet, especially on social media.  And work on only letting nourishing 
content into her mind, protecting her garden from weeds.  It’s like, yes, victory.  Those emails 
make everything that we’re doing here worthwhile.  This fellowship is making people’s lives 
better.  That is so big and we’re just getting started.  Together, this fellowship of believers is 
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growing stronger every week.  And we’re helping people align themselves, helping them lift 
their heads toward a higher vision toward heaven, stretch out and go beyond themselves and 
live a little bit better, making ourselves a better vessel to receive a little bit more light.  And by 
doing that, spread a little bit more light to everyone around us.  And you know, we’re learning a 
really high Torah and the ultimate goal is to make it really practical in our lives.  And so, with 
that introduction, let’s get right down to business.   
 
One of the central themes in Tanakh, is that we have a destiny, that there’s a time that’s going 
to come and our destiny will manifest for us personally, for the whole world.  You know the 
Greek and Roman world view was really one of tragedy.  You, like you live, you suffer, you die.  
There’s not much you can do about it because we’re just the toys that gods are playing with.  So 
eat, drink, and watch some gladiator football games to pass the time.  And the modern secular 
view isn’t that much different because you know there’s just no purpose to life anyway.   
 
And in comes the revelation of Israel.  There is a way to live, a life filled with meaning.  Israel 
was chosen to let the world know that we’re all going somewhere.  We have a destiny.  The 
prophets tell us this world has a direction.  One way or another, we are going to arrive at the 
Messianic era.  Now, how do you know that that’s really going to occur?  Keep your eyes on the 
Land of Israel.  Watch.  The Jewish people will be exiled, and persecuted like no other people 
and the beautiful Land of Israel flowing with milk and honey will transform into a barren 
wasteland and one day something that has never happened in human history – a scattered, 
broken people will emerge from dry bones and ashes and return to the Land of Israel.  And the 
Land will begin to blossom again and you will witness with your own eyes, Jerusalem, rebuilt 
from dust and ruins.   
 
And so, I’m here in the Land of Israel.  I feel great.  I don’t know how I’d feel, like a hundred 
years ago.  Those people were giants of emunah.  But today, I’m like seeing our destiny unfold 
before our eyes.  And so right now, I want to define destiny.  I want to define the Messianic era 
in the broadest sense possible.  Let’s define it for this session as a time of world peace and an 
era of world peace.  Instead of nations investing time and money and newer missiles and 
aircraft carriers, the world could unite and develop new technologies to clean our polluted 
oceans and cure every single disease that exists.   
 
In Isaiah’s vision, the world would take their swords of war and turn them into plowshares of 
productivity, and something’s happening now.  The world is going through a massive change.  
There’s never been a unified global consciousness like we’re experiencing right now.  That is the 
one thing that has emerged out of this coronavirus.  It’s actually brought some nations 
together.  Countries that were even hostile to each other.  For the first time, the whole world 
has one concern, one challenge, one mission.  How do we survive this pandemic?  And how do 
we rebuild our economies after this devastating catastrophe?   And in truth, we’ve always had 
one concern, one planet, one future and one destiny.  It just seems that it’s always like the 
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hardships and disasters or a common enemy that realigns us and calls us to do tshuva, to return 
to the path, that we are meant to be on as people in this world.  Why do we have to learn the 
hard way?  I don’t know the answer, but whether we like it or not, we are experiencing a global 
judgment day right now.  And here’s the thing I want to address.  Something that’s in the back 
of a lot of people’s minds.  They have this lingering torment about the Bible, especially Jews.  I 
mean, maybe they’ve seen too many standard comedians laugh at the Bible too many times.  
Maybe it’s a fair struggle, but first I want to lay the issue on the table.  And I want to address it.  
There are so many critics of the Bible, and you know there are people today that are just 
wanting to destroy everything the Bible represents in the world.  We’re going to get to that 
soon.  But one of the critiques of the Bible is like, why is God so vengeful?  He doesn’t seem like 
a very nice God.  He seems like a psychopath, I mean, exile, and persecution, and punishments 
that will last for generations.  Like why would I want to worship a God like that anyway?   
 
I want to reorient ourselves to how we read the Bible.  It has to be seen in a totally different 
way or else you can just make a mockery out of anything.  The Bible is not man’s book about 
God, it’s God’s book about man.  I’m going to say that one more time.  Maybe you should write 
this in the journal.  This is like a good line.  The Bible is not man’s book about God, it’s God’s 
book for man.  It’s a book for people.  It’s not about God.  Its purpose was to deliver timeless 
ideas for all people in all generations.  To then judge, as it were, a book written about God, is 
missing the entire point.  Scientists a few days ago were actually convinced that they were 
going to figure it all out.  Today, every scientist in the world knows that they know so little 
about this universe.  They know that in their lifetime, they will never even come close to 
understanding the mystery of this existence.  Apparently, we were meant to live within a 
mystery.  In fact, in the book of Job 11:7-9, what the Bible says: 
 

 
 
The Torah is not here to explain away the mystery of existence, but rather in the midst of this 
mystery, how do we make our lives, this world, the best place possible instead of alone, 
pointless, isolated, purposeless, alienated.  How do we live in harmony with reality?  How do 
we live in relationship with god?  The Creator of all this, the Torah is called an elixir, a medicine 
of life, not a theological dissertation.  It’s a guide for humans, it’s a map for us.  The Tanakh is 
not an organized religion with doctrines.  Organized religions emerged from the Hebrew Bible.  
The Tanakh is like a wedding contract between us and existence.  The Torah is guidance on how 
to live in relationship with existence itself.  I almost want to say existence with a capital E.  You 
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know in Hebrew, God’s Name, Hashem, the name that Jewish people don’t pronounce.  In 
Hebrew we call it Shem habaya, the name of existence.  We don’t try to explain existence, but 
live in relationship, in harmony with the wholeness of existence.  The Jewish people are an 
ancient, wise, intuitive people, children of prophets.  The Bible and the collected works that 
have survived, thousands of years of exile, from generation to generation.  They are the 
collected wisdom, sifted out, refined.  If you could imagine, a father on a piece of leather with a 
feather, writing it down, passing it down to his child.   How these writings even survived is 
beyond…it’s beyond.   
 
And here we have timeless lessons, guidance, insights, into the essential struggles of men.  
Patterns in behavior, medicine for the human soul and spirit.  This planet, like our lives, is our 
canvas and we were given all the tools, the colors and imagination to make of it what we 
choose.  And the Bible was a gift to help us make our lives a masterpiece.  But in the freedom, 
we can choose to stray from the path.  And if we stray from the path, we’re given guidance and 
warnings…there will be consequences.  Beware.  Stay awake.  Stay true.  Because the 
temptation to lie, it crouches right at your door.  There are consequences to your actions.  You 
can bend and lie and manipulate reality, but eventually reality will snap back.  Call it vengeful if 
you want, it’s just explaining to you how reality will work.  If you are not truthful, if you’re not 
good, then oh my goodness, hold on.  You might destroy your life, your family and everything 
you know for generations and end up in prison. 
 
Israel is a living testimony to the truth of the Bible.  It’s why we’re here.  Not only in prophecy’s 
fulfilled, but Israel is a living witness to the blessings and the curses.  To the living guidance and 
consequences of the Torah for all people.  It’s the reason why Isaiah calls Israel the witnesses.  
We’re here as a witness to show the world.  This is true, this is guidance.  Follow this.  Don’t 
look at the Bible as ancient man’s attempt at understanding God.  It’s not man’s book about 
God.  It’s God’s book for man.  And can you imagine a wisdom so deep that man, 4,000 years 
later continue to explore its depth and plumb its wisdom and discover its truth in our lives.   
 
Just stupid, arrogant comedians!  The Torah is a living word that is directed to us.  It’s a 
message as relevant then as it is today in our lives.  And only a life rooted in truth, honesty, 
love, goodness, and blessing will ultimately bring blessing into your life and into the world.  You 
have the freedom to choose another path.  Many have tried before you.  Perhaps it’s a lesson 
that you need to learn.  Maybe your children need to learn it experientially.  There’s no heaven 
and hell in the Torah.  Just a code of conduct.  How to live in this world, how to be in this world, 
how you are meant to live in this world is the most serious of all questions.  And the Bible is 
warning us – there will be a day of reckoning.  There will be a judgment day in your life as 
you’re making your decisions, keep that in mind.  Olam habah and judgment day.  These are the 
two concepts I want to unpack and reorganize for us here. 
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Olam habah is usually translated as heaven.  Heaven is not a Hebrew word, that’s not what it 
says.   

 
Olam haba literally means olam/world, haba/the coming.  Usually translated as the next world 
or the world to come.  But that’s not an exact translation either.  The Hebrew is so much more 
deep.  Olam Haba literally means, the coming world.  The world that is coming.  It’s coming, it’s 
not about dying, it’s coming all the time.  We’re now meeting our olam haba in many ways.  
What we sowed in our past is what we are reaping.  Right now.  What we will sow throughout 
our lives will be the impact and what we leave behind when we die.  But olam haba is not only 
about death, we are constantly living with the concept of the coming world because olam haba 
is coming right now.  It is always right around the corner.  That is so powerful if we really 
internalize that.  We’re not working now for some other life in some other dimension.  We’re 
also living by the Torah because it is a blessing for our lives now.   
 
In my younger and stupider years, I watched the cartoon the Simpson’s.  And I’m sorry, I’m 
hanging out my dirty laundry, it’s before the whole fellowship.  It’s all around the world.  I’m 
sorry, but I, but it’s just worth it for this idea.  There was one episode where Homer the 
bumbling father at home was doing something ridiculous like eating mayonnaise and drinking 
vodka and his wife says to him, Homer, do you think that’s a good idea?  And he says to her, 
Marge, that’s a problem for future Homer.  And future Homer isn’t here right now.  That is just 
so funny.  That’s so funny because it’s so true.  It’s like our actions now are going to affect the 
future world, but my future self, it’s like almost like another person.  
 
And in some ways, the future world is like another world.  And that is a great teaching about 
olam haba.  We talk about judgment day.  It’s like olam haba, these are so interconnected.  Our 
olam haba is always coming, even if we can’t feel it now.  That’s why haba isn’t the word, next.  
It’s an active verb.  It isn’t the next world, it’s the coming world.  It is the consequence and 
result of our choices from before and it is always coming.  And in some ways, we should always 
be preparing.   
 
And so friends, just like olam haba, there is an inner dimension to judgment day.  And I want to 
take a different approach than the eschatological end of day’s prophetic reading of judgment 
day.   I mean, I said that we are experiencing a global judgment day.  Does that mean that we 
are about to experience all of the prophecies of Gog u’Magog.  Maybe, but I don’t think that’s 
the only way to read the Bible.  There are more faces, more dimensions to Scripture that have 
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to be unveiled.  And I think the proper way of reading the Bible is that there isn’t only one 
judgment day.  Judgment day is also a pattern in time, a structure in reality.  Let me explain. 
 
One of the most famous stories in the kingdom of Judea was in the times of King Hezekiah.  And 
his standoff with the Assyrian empire, it’s recorded in the Second book of Kings, in the 18th and 
19th chapters, Assyria has risen to power, it is the first world dominating super power that the 
world ever knew and with its reign of war and conquest, it exiled and controlled just the entire 
ancient world.  Assyria conquered and exiled all the northern tribes of Israel into oblivion.  
Sennacherib, the King of Assyria, comes into Judea and just wreaks havoc, destroying one city 
after another.  I mean, the Jews did not stand a chance.  And Sennacherib takes his army of 
185,000 men and surrounds all of Jerusalem.   
 
Now to understand what that army would mean.  If we were to modernize that army to today’s 
times, we’re talking about a four million man army, surrounding Jerusalem.  The world had 
never seen such an army before.  And Assyria sends a messenger, an assimilated traitor, a 
Hebrew-speaking assimilated Jew to speak Hebrew over the wall of Jerusalem, to send a 
message to the King, and to frighten the people of Jerusalem, demanding that they surrender.  
He threatens King Hezekiah and Yerushalayim and says surrender or die.  Look at how many 
nations and cities have fallen.  Do you think Jerusalem can stand up against the mightiest army 
in the world?  Do you think your God will save you?  Look at how many gods we’ve just 
destroyed in these battles.  The God of Israel has no power over the might of Assyria.  And he 
lists off the nations, lists off the cities, lists off the gods they have destroyed.   
 
And Hezekiah is devastated.  His kingdom in Judea has just been ravaged.  His city is under 
siege.  And he goes to Isaiah the prophet and he begs the prophet to pray for him and for 
Jerusalem.  And Hezekiah himself goes to the temple and prays to God in such a beautiful 
prayer.  In 2 Kings 19:14: 
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Isaiah comes back and delivers a truth to Hezekiah.  Do not surrender Jerusalem.  God will fight 
the war for you.  And the first night of Passover, everyone is doing their Passover seder.  
Everyone is talking about geulah.  Everyone is talking about redemption, terrified about what’s 
right outside their wall.  Will God redeem them like He redeemed their ancestors in Egypt?  
Israel stood with emunah, loyally behind their king and their prophet.  They went to bed after 
the Passover seder.  And they woke up in the morning, looked over the walls and saw an 
annihilated camp of tens of thousands of dead, Assyrian soldiers.  A plague struck them that 
night and wiped out the camp.  And whoever survived, retreated and never came back.  
Salvation.  Jerusalem was saved.  For years, critics of the Bible, said that incredible account was 
just folklore and fairytale.  And then just a few decades ago, they recovered an Assyrian 
monument recounting all of the Assyrian King’s conquests.  And it lists all of the cities, it 
mentions and it says that Jerusalem, he was only able to surround like a bird in a cage, because 
he was never able to take Jerusalem because they survived the siege.   
 
Today scientists and archaeologists say that the plague may have been spread by mice that 
entered into the camp.  Really interesting.  You can google that and check that out later.  But an 
eternal lesson.  When Jerusalem is at stake, never, never, never give up.  And so, here’s the 
essence of what I wanted to share with that story.  The Talmud teaches us that Hezekiah could 
have been Mashiach.  And the king of Assyria, could have been that war…could have been 
Armageddon.  That could have been the World War, that could have been the end.  What does 
that mean for us?  We really need to understand what they’re teaching us.  How to read the 
Bible.  It’s teaching us that judgment day and Armageddon is not a one-time, apocalyptic event, 
but it’s a pattern in time.  A structure in history.  A potential scenario that can unfold in every 
generation.  The Torah is the blueprint of reality and the stories and lessons are patterns for us 
to learn and then implement into our lives.   
 
Now, there have been many judgment days throughout history.  May Gog u’Magogs.  Maybe it 
was the crusaders, maybe it was the Spanish expulsion, the Inquisition, World War I, the 
communist rule, the Holocaust, many Gog u’Magog’s events throughout history.  Patterns in 
time and when the world is turned upside down, reordered at war, out of those disasters, 
salvation is born.   
 
Friends, we are experiencing a global judgment day right now.  This is the judgment day of my 
generation and the whole world has just encountered their olam haba.  And you know, I saw a 
lot of religious leaders that were gathering together to call out to God to end the coronavirus.  
And I thought, I think people of faith coming together in prayer is always a good thing, but I 
really think they’re missing the mark here.  This is not a time to ask God to stop the coronavirus.  
This is a time that we should be doing a chesbon nefesh, a soul-searching.  Instead of turning 
outward to God, perhaps the direction should be turning inward.  Soul searching is not really a 
good translation for chesbon nefesh, it’s not a search, it’s like an assessment, a calculation, a 
judgment of our inner life.  The Bible exists with this judgment day looming around the corner 
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because you can’t escape it.  What is that about?  It’s a fundamental teaching for all peoples, 
for all time.  Judgment day is always right around the corner in our lives.  And what we create 
and what we build, that will be our olam haba.  It’s always going to come.   
 
I mean the flood is going to come and if our ark has too many holes in it, we’re going to sink 
into the ocean of chaos.  I mean judgment days hit hard when tragedy strikes.  Someone dies, 
friends, all of us experience judgment days in our lives when the floods of chaos take over our 
lives, which they always eventually do.  We get sick someone we love gets sick, hurt, ends up in 
the hospital.  We lose our job, the world gets a shutdown because of corona, what we have in 
our arsenal to deal with the situation is what we have stored away, built up in our character, 
and is the direct result of our actions and our choices that we have made up until that moment.  
Preparing for judgment day isn’t about a vengeful God.  But guidance for us, that we need to 
set our house in order.  Prepare for the storm.  Get our lives aligned and help us grow stronger 
when we need it most. 
 
You know, I want to open up the last prophecy in the Bible.  It’s from the last prophet, Malachi, 
in the Hebrew Bible and it’s a prophecy about judgment day: 
 

 
Malachi here is giving over such a powerful message about judgment day.  The sun is going to 
come out.  For the wicked, it’s going to burn them into oblivion.  But for the righteous who have 
set their life in order, the hot sun will act as a warm, healing agent.  This corona process is here 
to heal the righteous, to help us realign, to help us assess ourselves.  The same reality is going 
to strike everyone.  That’s what Malachi is saying and for those who have prepared, who have 
lived with their lives aligned, who feared the Lord, who feared losing their relationship with 
God, who feared losing their integrity, the same hard times will actually eventually bring 
blessing into their lives.   
 
Every family experiences tragedy, judgment comes upon everyone, but a tragedy in one family 
can destroy that family and into another one, that burning pain can actually bring the family 
closer together.  And so right now, in the first time in my life, the world is experiencing a unified 
judgment day.  I mean the family that you’ve built is the family that you are now locked 
together with.  The friends that you have, those are going to be your friends for a while.  Except 
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for this fellowship.  Look at that.  I don’t know, something always beautiful emerges out of that.  
But here we are, experiencing this unified judgment day and many nations are discovering 
they’re not as powerful as they thought they were.  Without the spirit of patriotism, without a 
spirit of common values, mutual respect, a country no matter how big and how rich they are, 
cannot thrive.  And right now, everyone on a personal level is called now to take stock in their 
lives.  It’s a judgment day, not for God judging us.  We need to be judging ourselves.  This is the 
most merciful judgment day because we cannot say, like wait a minute.  There’s still time here.  
I can now assess how I’m living and I can make it right.  What are the questions I need to ask?  
Who am I?  What matters to me most?  Is my life aligned with those principles?  If what matters 
to me most, for example, is my family, am I dedicating enough time to them?  Am I prioritizing 
them?  What am I doing in this world?  How have I made this world a better place?   
 
Now is the time to reevaluate.  Where should the Jewish people build their future?  Should it be 
in Brooklyn?  How are Jews and Christians meant to be in the world?  The restoration and 
reconciliation of Jews and Christians is a massive step forward towards world peace.  How are 
Jews, Muslim, and Christians meant to live in the world?  Then the question is addressed to 
us…how am I supposed to be?  A father, a mother, husband or wife, son or daughter, brother, 
sister…we are experiencing a judgment day if we allow it to.  It’s an invitation to us to take 
stock.  We have met our olam haba now.  Stop.  Everything that we have now is what we’ve 
made.  It’s like, whoa, it just hit us in the face, our olam haba is right now.  Ok, I’m meeting the 
world to come, where am I at?  But it’s so merciful.  When you die, you’re done.  What you’ve 
built, that’s what you’ve got.  And that’s your life for eternity.  Right now, it’s like, wait a 
minute.  We can still fix things here.  We can still realign.  Everything that is happening now is 
happening for a purpose towards a destination, towards a better world.   
 
Out of this, we expect salvation.  We know that God is running the world, and if you ever doubt 
that, look at Israel and remember the ashes of the 1940’s, and the resurgence of Israel in her 
homeland.  We’re only getting stronger.  Jerusalem is only getting bigger.  Out of this disaster, 
salvation will come and it is such a merciful wakeup call.  Jews, you can still get on a flight and 
come to Israel.  People can still fix their lives.  It could be so much worse.  Go easy on yourself.  
We have a journey ahead of us to get through this corona virus.  Don’t judge yourself harshly.  
We are walking into the unknown and that is not easy.  But we have to develop a strategy.  And 
the Bible gives us this strategy.  Stay true stay honest, be careful, stay awake, walk in the light 
when you can now.  Rest up.  I see that I am more tired than usual.  I feel like a lot of people are 
carrying the uncertainty of this global pandemic on our shoulders and like what this 
responsibility is.  And it’s ok to rest.  It’s natural, it’s healthy.  But don’t fall asleep.  This is a 
wakeup call.  Don’t just hit the snooze button and go back to bed.  This is a time to change the 
way we think.  We have to work our garden and sow beautiful thoughts and plant nourishing 
media into our minds.  We have to walk with God now more than ever.  That is a good strategy, 
to walk in the light in these dark times.  
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And as we walk, we gotta bring the light.  And as we bring the light, the darkness will retreat.  
Greatness and a new inner strength will emerge.  I mean, we are walking into the unknown like 
Jews after God into the desert.  You know that’s not easy, but Israel is a constant testimony.  
We can’t lose sight of Jerusalem.  God’s plan for the world continues to unfold.   
 
Every time we plant a tree in this land, it’s one step closer.  Every time we build another 
building in Jerusalem, we are living witnesses that the kingdom is coming and it’s happening 
before our very eyes.  Hope for salvation because we can finally see that redemption is near.   
One of the people of this fellowship wrote to me, Jeremy, if you weren’t a rabbi, you would be 
an amazing pastor.  And I didn’t know what to say to that.  I mean, thank you, but friends, I 
think we have to change the way we think.  Like when I think about that fearlessly, like I don’t 
care about what people think…to the core, as we march towards Jerusalem, does that really 
matter anymore?  I am a Jewish believer, a part of a global fellowship of believers.  There are 
rabbis and pastors and nuns that are a part of this fellowship.  Do the theological differences 
right now really matter?  I mean, we have been so concerned over the particular 
understandings of God, as if any of us can understand God, and those differences have turned 
us against each other, turned us into enemies.  I mean this isn’t about us.  Look around.  God, 
Himself, is under attack.  Our differences now are our strengths.  It gives us the opportunity to 
build a fellowship that is more beautiful, that expresses even more unconditional love.   
 
The riots in America now and around the world, they are a wake-up call.  If you haven’t noticed, 
synagogues and churches are being vandalized and attacked.  They’re breaking into churches 
and decapitating statues of Jesus and spray-painting swastikas on the arks that hold our Torah’s 
in our synagogues.  I mean this video from this week, the video from this week – the rioters in 
Portland brought a stack of Bibles to the courthouse and they held a public burning of Bibles.  
This is actually happening in the United States of America.  Look at that.  Look at that, these 
riots aren’t an attack on racism, they are an attack on God.  Our churches and our synagogues 
literally have the spray paint, the writing on the wall.  
 
What is this judgment?  What should our assessment be?  To me, it is right in front of us.  It is 
time for all believers to unite.   That is a message that every believer needs to hear.  We are 
called to serve God together in different ways, but together.  And it’s going to happen one way 
or another.  There’s going to be a House of Prayer for all nations and now is our opportunity to 
realign.  It’s like, wait a minute.  This judgment, what have I done in my life?  What am I 
associated with?  There’s a prophetic vision we can actually direct ourselves towards that 
vision.  We have one world, we have one God, and all of us are brothers and sisters.  I mean, 
what seems so obviously true has taken thousands of years and a corona virus to finally 
manifest in our hearts.  And we’re just starting, I mean, we have one Promised Land, one capital 
city, one Biblical destiny, and you know, we can say one thing with our mouth and it’s another 
to live it with our lives.  You know, when I think about judging my own life, you know as I’m 
developing these sessions, and you know just all week I’m preparing them and thinking about 
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them and waiting for the right message to download.  And you know, I’m judging myself as I’m 
talking about judgment day and knowing that this fellowship exists, that we come together 
Sundays, 6 p.m., Israel time, these sessions stay with me throughout the week.   
 
The knowledge that we are the living expression of the vision of the prophets in our generation, 
that families around the world would unite around the Torah, the Land of Israel and God 
believers united like a Tree of Life, rooted in Judea and branches around the world, with every 
family seeking in their own ways to grow and to be closer and aligned with the ultimate good.  
We are a living hope for salvation, we are the luckiest people in the world and this idea is 
spreading and our fellowship is growing.  And a spiritual fire is spreading around the world and 
it’s like, it’s going to burn up the evil and to the righteous it will be a healing warmth that lights 
up our lives.   
 
And so, judgment day, it’s so much more than just an apocalyptic, prophetic reality of Turkey 
that’s going to fight China.  It’s for us, it is guidance for us and so thank you for joining us live 
every week and thank you to every family who tunes in throughout the week.  I mean, we are 
covering the entire world in prayer and Torah from the Land of Israel.  And thank you for all the 
emails and for this relationship.  I mean, we are walking together into the unknown and we 
have chosen a beautiful path of blessing and love and peace and restoration.  And we’re 
reading in the Torah portion that God’s eyes are on the Land of Israel from the beginning of the 
year until the year’s end and His eyes are on what we are accomplishing here in Judea and what 
we are building around the world.  That is so awesome and so, in the name of all of Israel, I 
bless all of you with a beautiful week.   
 
Aaronic blessing 
 
I will see you again next week.  Can’t wait to hear from you.  Shalom! 


